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mm: I’m sure that’s a lot of work! But you’re right about 
the character. Your posters are really detailed and 
original and your efforts certainly show. How many 
posters do you usually make?
SH: anywhere between 50 and 100. 150 at most.

mm: Name an artist you admire.
SH: I admire the work of Ben Shaun. He uses really expressive 
linework to convey motion- and emotion. 

mm: In your opinion, what ‘makes’ a poster? Because, 
essentially, the poster has to communicate something 
in addition to being aesthetically pleasing.
SH: it’s about the design. It’s like problem solving. Posters need 
to be a quick read, but the type is secondary to the main images. 
I think we do a good job of integrating the typography into the 
image.

mm:  I agree. I really like the way your posters play off 
the band names and their style.  So- you knew I was 
going to ask this- what are you currently listening to?
SH: Funkadelic  (genna p squeals with excitement). Albert Ayler. 
Ponytail- they’re pretty good.

mm:  If you could design a poster for any band, who 
would it be?
SH: As far as an ideal band, I would say personally DEVO would be 
tops on my list. They are one of my favorite bands, and creatively 
I think we could have a field day.

mm:  Where can we buy your posters?
SH: You can purchase them on our website, the bubbleprocess.com. Our 
posters  are also available at gigposters.com and insound.com. They 
are also sold in Europe (mm: cool!) and at a print shop called Signed & 
Numbered in Salt Lake City owned by fellow artist Leia Bell.  It was really 
cool to be contacted by her because we really admire her work.

mm: What are your goals for the future with The Bubble 
Process??
SH : Continuing to grow as artists, refining our process. We both have full 
time jobs in addition to this, so coordinating our schedules is a challenge, 
but we continue to make it work.  It would be nice to have our own studio 
space to work out of since I do a lot of the screening in my basement. 
Producing more would be a goal, too. Right now we’re at 1 or 2 posters 
a month. Also, I would like to maybe take on other projects, maybe film 
posters.

Check out thebubbleprocess.com to 
learn more about this amazing and 
talented duo that got its start in 
northeast Ohio. Email us now info@
messymagazine.org and be entered to 
win a bubble process prize pack! 

Oh- and Sean Higgins does not toast 
his pop-tarts. FYI.



Forget about searching aisle after aisle for the perfect kitchen towels. 
With this project you can create your own!   No kitchen should be without 
a set of custom made tea towels. 

What you’ll need:

Tea Towels- Often made of flour sack cloth or simple cotton fabric, this 
hand towel is kept by the sink for drying hands and glassware. They 
are ideal material for embroidery. Iron- on embroidery pattern- make 
sure that the embroidery patterns that are used are reusable.

Embroidery floss- Thread used for hand embroidery. Embroidery floss 
is sold in little bundles called skeins. Usually made up of six smaller 
strands of cotton, linen or rayon threads wound together. Embroidery 
floss comes in an endless array of colors. Embroidery hoop- An 
Embroidery hoop consists of two wooden or plastic circles. One is 
adjustable and the other is not. The adjustable one fits on the outside of 

the smaller hoop. The embroidery hoop helps to keeps your material in place and makes this a heck of a lot easier. 

Needle- Needles come in all sizes. Make sure to choose a needle that can easily pass through your fabric. The other important 
factor in choosing a needle is making sure you can reasonably insert the embroidery floss through the eye of the needle. 
Scissors- Preferably small embroidery scissors. Iron- just a regular old iron…

Step 1: Set your iron to its highest setting, usually this is the cotton/wool setting. If your iron has a steam setting make sure that 
this is off. Steam will ruin the paper pattern and may make the ink blurry. While waiting for your iron to heat up go on to…

Step 2: Cut out your pattern. Make sure to leave some paper around the edge so you can use it to hold the paper in place while 
you iron. For this project I used a lemon and cherries. Figure out where you are going to place pattern on your material. If you 
are using a hoop, and I suggest you do, make sure there is enough fabric  in that area to go over the hoop.

Step 3: Preheat fabric by ironing it before you place the pattern on the fabric. Do worry about ironing the all the material, just the 
area where you are placing the pattern.  Make sure there are no wrinkles in the area of the fabric where you are placing the 
pattern.

Step 4: Position pattern, ink side down, where you want it to appear on the fabric. Using the extra paper around the edge, hold 
the paper in place. Then place iron on top of the pattern, trying to cover as much of the pattern as possible, in order to evenly 
distribute pattern.  I suggest placing a scrap of fabric under the fabric you are using, in case the pattern passes through the your 
fabric and imprints on whatever is underneath. 

Step 5: Press and pass iron all over fabric. Make sure the pattern does not move. The harder you press  and the longer you iron 
the darker your pattern.  It shouldn’t take more than ten firm passes of the iron over your pattern.

Step 6: To get your fabric on to your hoop. Lay the fabric over the nonadjustable hoop. Place the adjustable hoop over the fabric. 
Press down so that the nonadjustable hoop in inside the adjustable hoop. Before tightening the screw on the adjustable hoop, 
pull fabric taut, like a drum.  Tighten screw so that the fabric is held in place.

Step 7: Thread needle using your choice of embroidery floss. Put a knot at the other end so that the floss does not pass through 
the fabric.

Step 8: There are many types of stitches. I used the backstitch for this project. The backstitch helps to create the look of a straight 
line. This stitch is ideal for crisp corners and an overall neat appearance.  Choose any spot on the line of the pattern to begin. To do 
the back stitch, come up through the fabric. Up at 1, down at 2, up at 3, down at 2, up at 4, down at 3, up at 5, down at 4. See diagram 
for a visual.

X—X –X –X –X 
1     2   3   4   5

Step 9: Continue until you start to running low on the floss on your needle or until you want to switch colors. Once you have 
gotten to this point make a knot to secure. The easiest way is to tie the knot around the floss. Make sure you make the knot tight. 
Snip the remaining thread with a pair of scissors.

Step 10: Repeat steps 7-9 until you have finished your pattern. Remove fabric from your hoop. And you have got yourself your 
very own tea towels. It’s easy peasy lemon squeezey! m

DIY Project:
Kitchen Towels  by: kat remick
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EVENTS! SAVE THE DATE!

CPAC Artist as Entrepreneur Institute
March 13-15, 2009
The Gallery at Trinity Commons, 
2230 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44115
For more info: http://www.cpacbiz.org

33rd Annual Cleveland International Film Festival
March 19-29, 2009
Tower City Cinemas
For more info: http://www.clevelandfilm.org/

Fashion Week Cleveland
May 2-10, 2009
Various Locations
For more info: http://www.fashionweekcleveland.com/

EVENTS:

The Sculpture Center
Susan McClelland: Accumulations Retraced
Through February 14th, 2009
Main Gallery
1834 E. 123rd Street, Cleveland, OH 44106

In a labor intensive process, Susan McClelland creates her 
sculptures with hand stitched, variously worked fabrics placed 
over recognizable household furniture or shaped metal wires. 
The resultant works are organic, unruly, and open ended 
in appearance and interpretation. Subtle recollections and 
emotions may be evoked in the viewer by the choice of fabric 

(rough upholstery cloth, smooth sheeting, nappy blankets, 
buttoned blouses, transparent gauzes), the particular working 
method (draped, roped, frayed, snipped, stuffed, layered, padded, 
colored by pigmented waxes and dyes), and the type of furniture 
used (a daybed, various chairs, a lamp, an end table). McClelland 
sees furniture as “a tangible object to collect memories… 
containing characteristics left by their owners.” Her creations, 
brought about by repetitive stitching, speak to “mending, bonding, 
and journeys that occur between individuals and within an 
individual in order to form and maintain relationships.”

All events at The Sculpture Center are free of charge. 
For more info: www.sculpturecenter.org

The Pop Shop
50 Dolla Holla
January 7th, 6 pm
17020 Madison Avenue, Lakewood, OH 44107

For one night and one night only The Pop Shop Gallery will feature 
works by over 40 of Cleveland’s own artists. All will be priced 
at $50 each, on a first come, first serve basis. Over 200 works 
are expected. With such a reasonable price break, this show 
is designed for artists and new collectors. It’s quality work at 
affordable prices (just like those late night TV commercials!)

Following the show, an after party will be held at Mullens of 
Letterfrack, located next to the gallery at 17014 Madison Ave., with 
drink specials at 9 p.m., compliments of the Pop Shop Gallery.

Zygote Press
New Work: Jen Craun and Liz Maugans
Opening reception January 16th, 6 pm

Exhibit runs through February 21st
1410 E. 30th Street
New prints and drawings by Jen Craun navigate a journey of 
multiple roles, delineating the margins and process of migration 
to articulate and map the trajectory of both frustrations and hope. 
They explore the mixed and simultaneous compulsions to both 
leave and stay, waging perceptions of freedom and captivity, and 
the hopeful resolve to take flight.

Liz Maugan’s new body of work, I've Come Undone, reflects upon 
the overheard conversations of her mid-life circle of friends after 
drinking too much wine. These mixed mediations and charcoal 
text drawings brutally voice the real picture of the overworked 
and under-appreciated: mothers and fathers, married types and 
those over forty with an unused yoga ball in the basement and 
an overused remote control in their hand.
For more info: http://www.zygotepress.com

Visible Voice Books
Wine Drinking and Reading Party with author and Cleveland cabby 
Harry Longfellow
Friday February 6th, 7pm
1023 Kenilwoth, Cleveland, OH 44113

The Cleveland Cabby releases his 4th book: “A Fares” of a Street 
Savvy Cabby, 75 True Stories c.2008
By: Harry Longfellow M. Ed. / Ph. D.in Street Life

A NIGHT OF OUTRAGEOUS COMEDY AND FUN!
Trivia Questions: Win a Free Book!
AS USUAL YOU DO THE DRINKING AND I’LL DO THE DRIVING!
Warning: Adult material may cause severe laughter!
For more info: http://www.visiblevoicebooks.com/

Shoparooni
Official Cleveland Release Party: NEW Kidrobot Ye Olde English 
Dunny Series
Thursday, January 22nd, 8pm
15813 Waterloo Road
Cleveland, OH 44110

Shoparooni will be hosting the official Cleveland release party for 
the new Kidrobot Ye Olde English Dunny Series of designer vinyl 
toys! From Kidrobot: This proper nice set features 17 blind boxed, 
3-inch figures by the top boys and girls from the great isle. Don't 
get too pissed with excitement or you'll miss the 2 chases. Retails 
for $7.95 a pop.

Collabs include Clutter, Doktor A, Frames, HiCalorie x Julie West, 
ilovedust, Jon Burgerman, Keanan Duffty, McFaul, Mimic, Peskimo, 
Shok 1, Tado, Triclops and UAMOU.
For more info: https://www.shoparooni.com/

Bela Dubby
The Music Undergound
Photos by Laura Webb
Through February 2nd
13321 Madison Avenue, Lakewood, OH 44107

DIY resonates on the music scene in a way that tells you the 
people involved don't care too much about the money and care a 
whole lot about keeping artistic control. Running like that allows 
for music that doesn't sound like regurgitated Twinkies and 
also puts shows in makeshift venues-storefronts, basements, 
re-purposed office space, and anywhere else a band and 
promoter might find. Sometime Cleveland Scene photographer 
Laura Webb has travelled the country taking pictures of such 
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venues and will show a selection of the results in The Music Underground, a 
photodocumentary of DIY music spaces and the people who make them go. 
"I believe these spaces play a key role in expression, alternative thinking and 
the birth of new ideas," she says. "Their existence is fleeting. The life span of 
each venue is directly affected by each cooperative's ability to dedicate the 
time, money and energy necessary to keep them open."
For more info: http://www.myspace.com/beladubby 

Music Saves
Indie Orthodox New Year/Inauguration Day Bash
January 20th, 9pm
(Beachland Tavern)
15711 Waterloo Road, Cleveland, OH 44110

This year, Indie Orthodox New Year (a made up holiday to celebrate the first BIG 
new release date of the year) and Inauguration Day (the day our wonderful 
country swears in a new President) happen to fall on the same day. To 
celebrate, Music Saves has organized a little party along with our friends in 
This Moment in Black History. 

The evening will include DJ sets from TEAM MUSIC SAVES and the members of 
This Moment In Black History - nothin' but good time party music! Stay tuned 
for the killer TMIBH set afterwards!
For more info: http://musicsaves.com

78th Street Studios
Gallery Walk
January 23-24th from 5-9pm
1300 W. 78th Street, Cleveland, OH 44102

Prepare to be dazzled! Don't miss the amazing paintings of Alfredo Arreguin in 
Kokoon Arts Gallery. Fabulous! The perfect date, and free to the public.
For more info: http://www.gordonsquare.org/
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